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John M. Ziebarth
4128 Weekley St. 
San Antonio, TX 
78205

Dear Sir,

One morning, when Gregor Samsa woke from troubled dreams, he found himself trans-
formed in his bed into a horrible vermin. He lay on his armour-like back, and if he lifted his 
head a little he could see his brown belly, slightly domed and divided by arches into stiff 
sections.

The bedding was hardly able to cover it and seemed ready to slide off any moment. His 
many legs, pitifully thin compared with the size of the rest of him, waved about helplessly 
as he looked. "What's happened to me? " he thought. It wasn't a dream.

His room, a proper human room although a little too small, lay peacefully between its four 
familiar walls. A collection of textile samples lay spread out on the table - Samsa was a 
travelling salesman - and above it there hung a picture that he had recently cut out of an 
illustrated magazine and housed in a nice, gilded frame. It showed a lady fitted out with a 
fur hat and fur boa who sat upright, raising a heavy fur muff that covered the whole of her 
lower arm towards the viewer. Gregor then turned to look out the window at the dull 
weather.

Sincerely,

Charles R. Matthews 

Rietveld Schröder House
Prins Hendriklaan 50
3583 EP Utrecht

This diagram shows a 
floor plan of the first 
floor of the house.

The colored bars 
mark the location of 
the movable walls 
within the house 
capable of dividing 
the space.
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The facades are a collage of planes and 
lines whose components are purposely 
detached from, and seem to glide past, 
one another. This enabled the provision 
of several balconies. Each component 
has its own form, position and colour. 
Colors were chosen as to strengthen 
the plasticity of the facades; surfaces in 
white and shades of grey, black window 
and doorframes, and a number of linear 
elements in primary colors.

The Rietveld Schröder House (also 
known as the Schröder House) in 
Utrecht was built in 1924 by Dutch 
architect Gerrit Rietveld for Mrs. Truus 
Schröder and her three children. She 
commissioned the house to be designed 
preferably without walls. There is little 
distinction between interior and 
exterior space. The rectilinear lines and 
planes flow from outside to inside, with 
the same color palette and surfaces.


