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City of John M. Ziebarth Dear Sir,
Utrecht 4128 Weekley St.
- San Antonio, TX One morning, when Gregor Samsa woke from troubled dreams, he found himself trans-
PP RIETVELD 78205 formed in his bed into a horrible vermin. He lay on his armour-like back, and if he lifted his RIETVELD
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The bedding was hardly able to cover it and seemed ready to slide off any moment. His
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City of
Utrecht many legs, pitifully thin compared with the size of the rest of him, waved about helplessly
as he looked. "What's happened to me? " he thought. It wasn't a dream.

The Rietveld Schr'ti.t.jer House (a_lso The facades are a collage of planes and His room, a proper human room although a little too small, lay peacefully between its four In 1824, Truus Schréder

known as the Schridder House) in lines whose components are purposely familiar walls. A collection of textile samples lay spread out on the table - Samsa was a asked well-known Utrecht

Utrecht was built in 1924 by Dutch detached from, and seem to glide past, travelling salesman - and above it there hung a picture that he had recently cut out of an ;‘,’;2:,‘;{;15322,";,’?;’;?

architect Gerrit Rietveld for Mrs. Truus one another. This enabled the provision illustrated magazine and housed in a nice, gilded frame. It showed a lady fitted out with a house for her. A recently

N . . g g y
Schrdder and her three children. She of several balconies. Each component fur hat and fur boa who sat upright, raising a heavy fur muff that covered the whole of her yrovonc [ofher i (nee,
L . . . ’ she wanted a dwelling

commissioned the house to be designed has its own form, position and colour. lower arm towards the viewer. Gregor then turned to look out the window at the dull completely attuned to her

preferably without walls. There is little Colors were chosen as to strengthen weather. and to her unconventional

distinction between interior and the plasticity of the facades; surfaces in ;“;j;‘;‘;";‘;"v’:z;mm“d

exterior space. The rectilinear lines and white and shades of grey, black window with Rietveld in the past, UNESCO World

planes flow from outside to inside, with and doorframes, and a number of linear ehe knewe his disdain for - -

. . tradition. It was a match Her‘ltage Site
the same color palette and surfaces. elements in primary colors. e h Faavan
RIETVELD MUSEUM
important role in the design L
This diagram shows a " proess helaw ety SCHRODER OF FINE
floor plan of the first and a space that freed.
floor of the house. - Sincerely, HDUSE ARTS, BOSTON
mark the location of Boston, MA 02115
the movable walls
within the house mfa.or'g
capable of dividing Charles R. Mafthews
the space.
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Interior stairwell of the schroder House

Rietveld was one of the movement’s leading exponents.
The Rietveld Schrdder House is an embodiment of De Stijl.

Characteristic features include the fluid transitions between
interior and exterior, the clean horizontal and vertical lines
and the use of all primary colours, alongside white, grey

and black.
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MISSION STATEMENT

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) seeks to encourage the identification, protection and
preservation of cultural and natural heritage around the world
considered to be of outstanding value to humanity. This is embodied
inan international treaty called Convention concerning the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, adopted by
UNSECO in1972.

Cultural heritage refers to monuments, groups of buildings and,
sites with historical, aesthetic, archaeological, scientific,
ethnological or anthropological value. Natural heritage refers to
outstanding physical, biological and geological formations, habitats
of threatened species of animals and plants and areas with

« assist States Parties in safeguarding World Heritage sites by
providing technical assistance and professional training

« provide emergency assistance for World Heritage sites in
immediate danger

« support States Parties’ public awareness-building activities for
World Heritage conservation

« encourage participation of the local population in the preservation
of their cultural and natural heritage

« encourage international cooperation in the conservation of our
world’s cultural and natural heritage.

ABRIEF HISTORY

1959

UNESCO launches an International campaign and collects US $80
million to save the Abu Simbel temples in the Nile valley. A draft of
the convention on the protection of cultural heritage is prepared.

1962

UNESCO presents its Recommendation on the Safeguarding of

the Beauty and Character of Landscapes and Sites. This
recommendation covers the preservation and the restoration of the
aspect of natural, rural and urban landscapes and sites, whether
natural or man-made, which have a cultural or aesthetic Interest or
form typical natural surroundings.

1972

Following a United Nations Conference on the Human Environment
in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1972 and the work of expert groups
involving IUCN, ICOMOS and UNESCO, all the proposals came
together in the Convention concerning the Protection of World
Cultural and Natural Heritage, which was adopted by the General
Conference of UNESCO In Paris on 16 November 1972

1978
First twelve sites are inscribed on the World Heritage List.

1892

Marks the 20th Anniversary of the World Heritage Convention, the
creation of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, and the adoption of
the cultural landscapes category by the World Heritage Committee,

CLEVERSOLUTIONS

Rietveld's ideal house was spacious, simple and functional. He
came up with all kinds of clever solutions to achieve this

One such idea involved sliding walls on the first floor. By day,
this was an open space, but In the evening, the Schrader family
could split it up into three separate rooms. There was one
room for the daughters, another for the son, and a living room
with a table and stove, giving everyone some privacy.

H 0 U S E | scientific, conservation or aesthetic value.
The Netherlands UNESCO's World Heritage mission Is to: Agroup meeting at the United Nations Conference on the 1865
The Nethel"la nds Human Environment in Stockholm AWhite House Conference in Washington, D.C, In 1965 called for a
« encourage countries to sign the World Heritage Convention and to r:Vﬂkf‘l? Helr‘!tage Trust' to protect natural and scenic areas and
ensure the protection 6f their natural and cultural heritage storic sites
i « encourage States Parties to the Convention to nominate sites within 1966 ‘
= DESTIL Exteri their national territory forinclusion on the World Heritage List UNESCO spearheads an international campalgn to save Venice after
i Xterior shot of the Rietveld Schroder House facade disastrous floods threatened the city.
LI DA O nam.ed alispan < encourage ,States Parties to establish management plans and set
SOy mCURodoI AR o (et pubished IS up reporting systems on the state of conservation of their World 1968 Demonstration of the movable walls within the house

Heritage sites IUCN develops a proposal similar to the ‘World Heritage Trust’ for

Its members.

Megan McGuire



